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mixed forest grows in places where the winters are cold but not extremely
long, and where the summers are warm, or even hot for a while, and have
plenty of moisture all the time. These are the regions of cyclonic storms
and of abundant rains at all seasons. The regions of deciduous forests
are so excellent for men that they have been largely cleared. Today they
support some of the world's densest populations and contain the great
manufacturing centers and the countries that stand in the forefront of
civilization.
(9)	Conijerotts Forests.  In an average latitude of about 50° the other
types of vegetation merge irregularly into vast forests of spruce, fur, pine,
hemlock, and similar coniferous trees which thrive where the winters are
long and cold, and the summers fairly warm and rainy, though short.
This evergreen forest forms a great belt across Canada and another from
Sweden through Russia and Siberia.  On the whole the coniferous forest
is too cold for agriculture.  Hence it has been occupied by settlers only in
the southern portion?.  The rest still stands as the world's greatest forest
reserve outside the tropics.   Where the coniferous forest region is in-
habited, the people are generally in a high state of civilization along the
warmer margin, but rather low, like the Canadian Indians, farther north.
 (10)	Tundra.  Nearer the poles the coniferous forest gradually breaks
down into a belt of bleak tundra.  This is often spoken of as grassy, but
as a matter of fact it contains vastly more lichens than grass.  No agri-
culture is possible.  The reindeer, caribou, and muskox, however, can get a
living, though they must often paw away the snow to get at the plants
beneath.  Hence, civilization is very low, as we see in the extreme northern
part of Asia and North America.
 (11)	Polar Deserts.   Near the poles in latitudes above 75° the tem-
perature is almost everywhere so low that the snow does not disappear in
time to permit much vegetation other than lichens that cling to rocks,
or minute bacteria of various forms.   Yet the prolonged sunlight pro-
vides such steady warmth that beautiful flowery vegetation can be found
in small isolated patches with sunny exposures.  Nevertheless, this region
as a whole consists of polar deserts like Greenland and Antarctica, which
are wholly devoid of inhabitants.         """"*'        "	
It is worth noting that in polar deserts it is not the temperature alone
which prohibits the growth of plants. The long period" when the ground
is frozen prevents the plants from getting enough water. There is no
way in which loss o£ w'ater by transpiration can be balanced by absorption
of water through the roots.

